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People donÃ¢â‚¬â„¢t give to church because we donÃ¢â‚¬â„¢t offer them a compelling vision of

the good their giving will achieve. Hearing a young attorney speak of the faithbased reasons for

which he had just made a substantial monetary gift to a community youth center, Clif Christopher

asked the speaker if he would consider making a similar contribution to the congregation of which

he was an active member. Ã¢â‚¬Å“Lord, no they would not know what to do with itÃ¢â‚¬Â• was the

answer. That, in a nutshell, describes the problem churches are facing in their stewardship efforts,

says Christopher. Unlike leading nonprofit agencies and institutions, we too often fail to convince

potential givers that their gifts will have impact and significance. In this book, Christopher lays out

the main reasons for this failure to capture the imagination of potential givers, including our frequent

failure simply to ask. Written with the needs of pastors and stewardship teams in mind, Not Your

ParentsÃ¢â‚¬â„¢ Offering Plate provides immediate, practical guidance to all who seek to help

GodÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s people be better stewards of their resources.
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Dr. Clif Christopher, MDiv, CFRE, is the CEO of the Horizons Stewardship Company. He is a

certified church growth consultant and has earned the coveted title CFRE (Certified Fund Raising

Executive). Christopher founded the Horizons Stewardship Company in 1992 following a

challenging and rewarding career in pastoral ministry. Since founding Horizons, he has led

consultations in more than 400 churches, conferences, synods, and dioceses in all phases of



building, finance, and church growth. For the last 10 years, Christopher has secured more than

$500 million for his clients. He has worked in more than 32 states and is a frequent speaker at

stewardship seminars around the country. He is the author of several books including Not Your

ParentsÃ¢â‚¬â„¢ Offering Plate, which was published by Abingdon Press. Christopher has been an

ordained minister of The United Methodist Church since 1975. He is a graduate of Hendrix College

and Emory University. Christopher and his wife have four children.Ã‚Â  He lives in Cabot, Arkansas.

Wow! What an amazing commentary and instructional book on what we are doing wrong financially

as a church. The chapter on financial reports is spot-on. I battle this weekly with the older members

of the congregation who just cannot understand that the church today is not the same as the church

of the 1950's. DO NOT report to me that you spent $3500 on Outreach last month. TELL ME you

fed 200 people who might otherwise not have had anything to eat that day. Tell me a story about

what you're doing with my money and I will give you more. Amazing ideas that seem so simple yet

so many cannot see. Tell me how many people were able to sleep in the mission because of the

blankets and bedding (or the funding) we provided. Don't quote statistics and numbers, tell me

about the lives of those we help. Tell me how Christ is at work in the world around us. Give me a

testimonial! Tell me how giving money to the church is doing more for the community at large than if

I made the donation to someone else. Compete!

People who know me know that money is a pretty big deal in my life. Actually, I've spent almost

thirty professional years helping people acquire, save, invest, spend, and give money.I've also

spent a lot of time in church. My kids were the fifth generation of my family in our home church and

I've held most lay leadership positions at some point. I've also helped a number of other churches

raise or manage money.Well, those two worlds sometimes collide and, frankly, I'm not always

comfortable with the result. Truthfully, some churches do a lousy job of stewardship and it doesn't

surprise me that they struggle for survival. A very wise friend suggested this book to me and I'll be

forever in his debt (thanks, Jack!).Clif Christopher explains why churches struggle financially. Not

Your Parents' Offering Plate talks about the things that really matter to givers. And the amazing

thing is that they aren't really secrets, anyway. The local university knows them, the United Way

knows them, and the so do most of the 1.8 million nonprofits in the United States.That's one key

point. There are 1.8 million nonprofits and many of them do a grand job of fundraising. They are

extraordinarily good at finding donors, presenting a vision, and offering unparalleled opportunity for

donors to make a difference. Oh, and by the way, they also say a heartfelt thank you much better



than most churches.This is an easy book to read. By that, I mean you can read the whole thing in

an afternoon or weekend.But it may not be an easy message to hear. Christopher is a pastor who

transitioned to a successful church fundraising consultant. My guess is that some of his words are

going to make some pastors squirm. He uses the scriptural story of Zacchaeus to make powerful

points against common, but misguided, church stewardship practices. Let's just say that Zacchaeus

gave large, tangible, and welcome evidence of his conversion!I'm passing this book along to my

pastor, and I hope he passes it along to the church stewardship committee. This message is a

critical seed, and I hope it lands in fertile soil.Sincere thanks to Pastor Christopher for taking time to

craft this unique and important message. It will make a huge difference for leaders who listen.P.S.

Christopher acknowledges one of my personal pet peeves in his introduction, "I had completed

three years of graduate education to be a minister in the church and no one had taught me one

thing about money - how to raise it, invest it, or manage it." Sad, very sad.

Very insightful, well researched, and eye opening to things like how much competition there is for

charitable giving. Provides excellent guidance on how to help your church success not just in

stewardship but in growing your community of faith. I highly recommend this book for all church

leaders even those that are not directly associated with stewardship. Make this a required reading

for all new council members.

With this book and the original Cliff Christopher brings into realistic reality what it takes to succeed

in Christian Stewardship at the local level. After 25 years working with churches in Stewardship I

find his process as refreshing as it is innovative. Good job! Tell us more!

Every coin has two sides, but the church seems stuck on one side.This book is not about the

traditional biblical stewardship message of tithing (i.e., one side of the Stewardship coin). Of course,

all church folks should be responding to the grace of God by returning a tenth (In case you need a

reminder, go read the OT prophet book of Malachi, Chapter 3).This book focuses on the other side

of the Stewardship coin, HOW DO WE PROMOTE GIVING in the church when we COMPETE

against all the thousands of other non-profit organizations asking for that same dollar traditionally

given to the church.What I like about this book is the new perspective on how to challenge people to

give to the church using the good marketing techniques used by the competition. Yes, we (the

leadership of the church) need to tell our people of the good things we do with the gifts (tithes and

offerings) the church receives. We need to give the poeple of our congregations a reason to give



their charity dollars to the church.The book provides excellent examples of good and bad from the

author's real life experiences. It also highlites what the pastor and Stewardship Committee (or

Trustees) should be doing to accomplish this new marketing perspective.I thought so highly of this

book that I personally bought five additional copies for our church's Stewardship Committee and

Pastor. After reading the book, you might want to consider doing the same for your leaders...

I am on the Stewardship committee at our church and was asked to read this book. I found it very

informative. I also was asked to attend a conference dealing with this subject. It gave me a clear

view of what we in our church world are dealing with. This gave ideas to help our church grow in our

ministry. Thanks for writing this book.
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